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Abstract of Thesis:

My thesis will offer a reinterpretation of the political philosophy of Vaclav Havel based on
his major philosophical writings, speeches, letters and plays. Havel is often represented in
academic scholarship as a religious thinker, as a thinker whose political philosophy is only
relevant to the politics of the cold war and as philosophically lax because he fails to develop
a rigorous systematic philosophy. There are good reasons to be sceptical of all of these
claims. | will develop an interpretation of Havel’s philosophy that examines the utility and
relevance of his political philosophy in a secular and globalised political environment.




